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SCHOOL REPORT. 


The laws of the State of New Hampshire require 
of the Superintending School Committee of each town 
a public report, to be made at the annual meeting, of 
the number of weeks the public schools have been kept 
in each district, the number of scholars attending, the 
different branches of study taught, and what portion 
by male and what by female teachers, with such sug- 
gestions relative to the schools as they may think use- 
ful. In conformity to this statute, we submit the 
following report: 


It is with unmingled pleasure that your committee is 
able to present to you so good a report of the public 
schools in this town. ‘The prudential committees have 
mostly fulfilled promptly the duties assigned to them, 
and made as good a selection of teachers as ever took 
charge of our common schools. Not that all were 
equally successful, or that all possessed in an equal 
degree the happy faculty of being “apt to teach— 
easy tocommunicate.” ‘The parents, by their presence 
in the school room, have manifested to the teachers 
and pupils their interest in the welfare of the schools. 


— 
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This is as it should be. It depends on you, in a great 
measure, whether your schools are profitable or un- 
profitable ; whether there shall be prompt obedience 
in the school room, or disorder and confusion ; wheth- 
er the school room tasks shall be pleasant or irksome. 


A good supply of school books, suited to the capac- 
ity of your children, and a hearty co-operation with 
the teacher in enforcing promptness and punctuality, 
are all-important in giving success. _When we con- 
sider that three fourths of our children commence and 
finish their education in the common school, and that 
the time of their attendance is much less than in for- 
mer years, ‘“* Young America” going into business for 
himself at seventeen or eighteen years of age, how 
important that we use our utmost exertions to make 
our schools a rich garden, in which to plant the seeds | 
of a true intellectual and manly character, before they 
go out from us into the community to fill places of 
honor or profit. It is a just debt we owe a past gen- 
eration ; let us not fail to pay it, principal and interest. 


We congratulate tiie friends of education in Dis- 
tricts Nos. 1 and 2, that an effort has been made to 
improve our school facilities and render them more 
beneficial. The districts are united, the site selected, 
the foundation laid, and the ground mostly graded for 
a new and commodious school house; and although 
much opposition has been manifested in regard to the 
location, yet we believe a majority of the district favor 
the site selected. ‘Let us have peace”. now, and 
rear a building, not in a spirit of wasteful extrava- 
gance or penurious parsimony, but such a building as 
will do honor to the cause for which it is to be erected. 


5 . 


We give below some particulars in relation to each 
term in the several districts, as all must cherish a rea- 
sonable desire to know what has been done, and what 
has been the result of the expenditure of the school 
money the past year; together with some remarks in 
regard to the teachers individually, endeavoring to 
‘** set down naught in malice, or naught extenuate,” 
justice being simply our aim. 


DISTRICT NO. al: 


Prudential Committee, John A. Whittemore. 

First term—Emua F. Roperrson, teacher. This 
teacher possessed good abilities, both natural and ac- 
quired, and having had considerable experience, the 
school was managed in a satisfactory manner. ‘The 
instruction was substantial, the improvement real, and 
the classes in the different branches showed that the 
term had been a successful one. 

Second term—Fanyy Nesmiru, teacher. This term 
is still in session, under the management of Miss Nes- 
mith. A teacher kind and affable to her pupils, but 
who, by her energy and earnestness, has awakened 
thoughtin the school room. In our visits to this school 
we found good order and a determination on the part 
of the scholars to improve. Such terms of school 
must be productive of much good, and we have.no 
doubt that the examination will show a marked im- 
provement in the studies pursued. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Prudential Committee, George EK. Whitney. 


First term—E. JeNNigE CAMPBELL, teacher. This 
term was under the guidance of the teacher employed 
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last year, who has proved herself to be a successful 
teacher. She is a mild yet firm disciplinarian—one 
who knows her duty and has decision enough to main- 
tain it. The exercises of the examination showed 
conclusively that neither the teacher or scholars had 
misimproved their time, but had labored on harmoni- 
ously together during the term. The number of ab- 
sent marks on the register is accounted for by the 
prevalence of the measles during most of the term. 

Second’ term—Kare <A. Duncan, teacher. ‘The 
opinion prevails that a teacher will be less likely to be 
successful if they have been trained up in the same 
school, and have an intimate acquaintance with the 
scholars they are called upon to instruct. than a 
stranger. But this teacher has done much to dispel 
the idea, and render this opinion obsolete. By her 
amiableness of disposition and steadfastness of pur-- 
pose she secured the esteem and good will of her 
scholars, and her fine musical talent, added to her 
other qualitications, gave cheerfulness to the hours of 
study. Every thing connected with the school seemed 
to be progressing finely, but on account of the ill 
health of the teacher, the term was brought to an 
abrupt termination some three weeks sooner than 
anticipated. | 

Third Term—Jexny M. Nesmiru, teacher. This is 
to be a long term of some 18 weeks, and is still in 
session, under the care of one of our best teachers. 
Active and energetic in her labors, she awakens an 
enthusiasm in her scholars that never fails to give 
success. Idlers and shirks find no favor in the school 
room. ‘The unfaltering decision of the teacher is that 
the lessons must be learned. In a late visit to this 


Lad 
‘ 


school we were forcibly impressed with the idea that 
this was truly a ‘‘ workshop of the mind.” 


DIES PRG. ING, 


Prudential Committee, Charles Gibson. 

First term—JenniE M. Ferry, teacher. This was 
the teacher’s first effort at school keeping. The school 
appeared well when visited near the commencement, 
but owing to the ill health of the teacher the school 
was closed the third week of the term. 

Second term—Josizr M. Powers, teacher. This 
teacher finished the summer term of three weeks, and 
was employed for the winter term. This term was 
not so profitable as it ought to have been. Com- 
mencing with six scholars belonging to the district, 
only two were present at the examination. Where 
were the other four? Why was the school money, 
consecrated to the purpose of educating the rising 
generation, mainly lost? There was a fault some- 
where. Either with teacher, pupils, or parents, or 
all combined. Let the inhabitants of this district see 
to it that in the future none but good, active, live 
teachers be employed, and that the school room shall 
be a place of order and industry, without which no 
school can prosper. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Prudential Committee, Horace Rogers. 

One term—Cuar.Les F. Mananan, teacher. This 
district is united with No. 4 in Greenfield, and the 
school was mainly under the superintendence of the 
committee of that town. The school house in this 
district has been pronounced unfit to hold a session of 
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school in, and a room was procured in a dwelling 
house, much to the comfort of the teacher and schol- 
ars. ‘The teacher was young, and this his first term 
of teaching, but it appeared to your committee when 
he visited the school that the term would be a suc- 
cessful one. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Prudential Committee, Moses H. Newton. 

One term— GeorGiana Coins, teacher. ‘This 
district secured. the services of a teacher well fitted to 
the work, having had an experience of twenty-four 
months in school keeping. Your committee was not 
notified of the day when the school would close, and 
was not present at the examination, but from the 
known ability of the teacher, we presume a good 
work was accomplished. 


| ROLL OF HONOR. 
Containing the names of those neither absent nor tardy during the term. 


District No. 1. First term—Anna Paroe, Josie Dickey; second 
term—Anna S. Phelps, Eddie Phelps, Freddie Wilson. District No. 2. 
First term—Mary A. Fleming, Clarence F. Jenne ; second term—Nora 
Dodge, Mary A. Fleming, Carrie L. Whitney, Henry A. George, Eddie 
E. George, Clarence F. Jenne; third term—Jennie M. Darrah, Nellie H. 
Dodge, Carrie E. George, Josie S. Kimball, Henry A. George, Frank 
Taylor, Frank E. Whitney, George Wilson. Districr No. 3. First 
term—Mary Bullard. Disrricr No. 5.—Eva L. Dutton. 


We will only add to the above remarks.that the 
aggregate amount of money appropriated to the dif- 
ferent districts amounts to the sum of $685.33. The 
agoregate length of all the schools, 90% weeks. May 
our future years be as prosperous as the past, and the 
blessing of God rest upon our common schools. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN H. FLEMING, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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AUDITOR'S PRERORE. 


For rue YEAR ENDING F Ep, 28, 1871. 


The Treasurer and Selectmen are charged by the Auditors 


with the following sums: 


To amount of tax list committed to Wm. Eaton for 


collection, $4364 42 
Balance in the treasury from last year, 115 79 
Taxes uncollected in 1864, Duncklee’s list, 47 72 

% + “ 1866, Gray’s f 32 45 
66 66 “ 1867, 6 66 69 40 
66 6 se 1868, 66 « 159 95 
Cash borrowed of Mary C, Eaton, 30 00 
t s Chas. Gray, 100 00 
$ oh John Carkin, 210 00 
.. t Eliza Wilson, 300 00 
5 “© + Francestown Bank, 500 00 
‘ as Peterboro’ - 1100 00 
® a Wm. B. Walker, 175 00 
‘ Flagg & Rogers, for bridge 
plank, 1 385 
a John W..Flagg, 800 00 
as ‘ Geo. H. Stewart, 800 00 
2 “ Frank G. Bartlett, 3 22 
42 a8 Sarah West, 120 00 
2 4 Rachel Wilson, 11 00 
‘“‘ received ot State, for Savings Bank tax, 265 64 
+ ss oe &. Railroad tax, 54 71 
7 vs Literary Fund, 32 19 


To Interest collected (of ten per cent.) on taxes up 
to March 1, 1871 (that were not paid Nov. 1), 


$9292 84 


$17 83 
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The Auditors credit the Treasurer with paying the following 


sams : 


By paying State tax, 
“County tax, 
Non-resident highway receipts, 


School Orders. 


District No. 1, John A. Whittemore, 
“« 2, Geo. E. Whitney, 
coe a 3, Chas. Gibson, 
4, Horace Rogers, 
5D, Moses H. Newton, 


66 66 


66 66 


$930 00 


293 33 
104 69 


$230 78 


296 34 
84 99 
41 69 
31 33 


Haxpense of Town Paupers. 


By paying Amos Eaton for board of Nathaniel 


Eaton, 
Funeral expenses of N. Eaton, 


$60 00 
18 25 


M. M. George, for board of Mrs. Sally Wilson, 104 00 


G. A. & J.A 
Mrs. Sally Wilson, 

Books for Willie George, 

Goods for Willie George, 

Writing book, 

Mrs. Thomas Barker, support, 

Geo. H. Stewart, transient pauper, 


Dr. French, attending Thos. Barker, in 1867, 


Dr. Christie, attendance on N. Eaton, 


Mrs. Lydia Brown, board of Willie George, 


Lewis Martin, tapping W. George's boots, 


. Whittemore, cotton cloth for 


$1328 02 


$685 13 


$234 19 


Repairing Roads and Bridges, in addition to Highway Tax. 


Paid Wm. Taylor, 

Nathan Whitney’s work on levee, 
Carkin, repairing washed road, &c., 

J. H. Fleming, 

Chas. Gray, 

David Gray atttont factory), 

Geo. E. Colb 

Balance, Geo. 'W. Burns (on new road), 
ALN. Jenne, 

John C. Dodge, work on levee, 


$18 00 
20 75 
47 92 

4 30 


4 00: 


4 00 
6 56 
44 00 
1 05 
4 00 


$154 78 


12 
Breaking Roads. 


Paid Wm, Taylor, $3 25 
John Flagg, 4 00 
Horace Rogers, 15 80 
James Caldwell, 1 05 
Benj. Felch, | 1 20 
Wm. Roach (and hired help), 27 19 
F. M. Hills, 7 73 
Daniel Bartlett, 1 97 
James Foote, 3 60 
John Goodhue, 15 60 
Geo. E. Colby, 5 AT 
Geo. E. Colby, 4 35 
J. D. Thomas, 1° 20 
James KE. Favor, 9 05 
James Quimby, 13 50 
Kendall Gray, 4 00 
John C. Dodge, 13 50 
$1382 46 

Miscellaneous Town Expenses. 

Paid Wm. Taylor, snowing bridge and cutting 
drain, $4 55 
John Flagg, work on bridge, 3 50 
Alfred Gray, “ * 3 75 
i “ police duty, 2 00 
F. M. Hills, repairing bridge and hearse, 1 75 
James Caldwell, plank for bridge, 40 


Wm. Taylor, work on bridge and spikes, 1 
John Carkin, for plank and work, 
For town books, 
Printing town reports, 
Stamp on Francestown note, 
Killing sheep, to David Roach, 
is Levi Colby, 
Chas. Wilson, care of fire engine, 
Merrimac Engine Co., members, 
Noah Ferren, damage to sleigh, 
Geo. H. Stewart’s room and hall, 1871, 
W esley Wilson, trips to Concord, 
° stamps, 
Wm. Eaton, expense on money to State, &c., 
A. Winn, police duty, 
Nat. Dickey, oe BS 
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$151 88 
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Notes and Interest. 


Notes. 

Wm. Taylor, 

Tamer Bailey, note and interest, $09 22 
Geo.P.Griswold,“ “ 3 106 30 
Sarah A. Starrett,“ “ 262 50 
John Carkin, digs Ait 5 210 75 
Sarah M. Taylor, interest, 

Alfred Whittemore, note and interest, 381 O1 


Peterboro’ Bank note (the interest in advance), 

Peterboro’ Bank note, 1104 

Amount paid (but no voucher) oa B. F. 
Knight’s note, 

Amount paid on Joel Bullard’s note, 

Persis Wilson, interest, 

Abram Burtt, i 

Cong. Society, 

Lydia Pollard, 

Abram Bartt, 2d note and interest, 

John W. Flagg, interest, 

Francestown Savings Bank note and interest, 518 

Francis Burnham, - $s ~ . 660 

Alfred Gray, 2 notes, 91 

Isaiah W. Sweetser, interest, 

Dr. Christie, note and interest, 

David Rogers, interest, 


29 


<4 
66 


106 


it 4 oe 


$5103 18 


Taxes Abated by Selectmen. 


1869, Benj. Bullard, $ 1 00 

1870, Moses H. Newton, on inventory, 10 00 
“ Levi Colby, “ : 10 00 
“ Geo. E. Colby, é a 10 00 
“ Nathan Whitney, “ ef 10 00 
“« John C. Dodge, 10 00 
“« Wesley Wilson, 8 00 
On Wm. Eaton’s list, 1870: 

Daniel Decatur, poll tax, 3 00 

John Blanchard, “ “ 3 00 

David Shedd, on land, 3 50 

Cash Paid Town Officers. 
Ist Selectman, Wesley Wilson, $56 00 
2d : John C. Dodge, 40 00 


Interest. 


$25 80 


30 88 
27. 50 


20 48 
15 40 
12 00 
12 00 
40 76 


32 03 


18 83 
315 61 
9 00 


244 68 
5103 18 


$5847 86 


$68 50 
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3d Selectman, John H. Fleming, 30 00 
John H. Fleming, School Committee, 14 00 
Town Clerk, Chas. F. Peavey, 15 00 
Treasurer, Wm. Eaton, 25 00 
‘Collector, “ “i 35 00 
Auditors, John W. Flagg, 3 00 


« _§. D. Baldwin (2 trips to Peterboro’), 6 00 


Town Liabilities, Principal and Interest. 
Interest cast up to March Ist, 1871. 
Mrs. Bixby, note dated April 21, 1865, $211 83 


Eliza Wilson, April 27, 1865. 212 76 
Edward Adams, Dee. 5, 1865, 407 14 
Wm. L. Taylor, March 3, 1866, 466 40 
B. F. Knights, Sept. 11, 1866, 311 16 
Congregational Society, eb. 6, 1867, 200 00 
John D. Butler, March 22, 1867, 787 O07 

Ree es gt Jan. 9, 1869, 5384 40 

gests, ES Feb. 19, 1870, . 897 20 

74 iT 6b 66 66 66 106 00 
James Hadley, 2 notes, April 6 and 12, 1867, 564 53. 
Sarah M. Taylor, April 26, 1867, 302 57 
Caroline E. Bell, July 27, 1867, 246. 53 
Wm. Eaton, Nov. 11, 1867, 424 34 
Lydia Pollard, April 11, 1868, 473 43 
Nancy Forsaith, May 18, 1868, o78 81 
Lydia Pollard, May 4, 1868, 349 31 
David Rogers, Nov. 4, 1868, 161 38 
Isaac Proctor, Nov. 16, 1868, 06 83 
Wm. Eaton, Nov. 28, 1868, 285 10 
I. W. Sweetser, Dec. 30, 1868, 317 39 
Mrs. 8. Abbott , Jan. 8, 1869, 56 61 
Wn. L. Taylor, March 4, 1869, 112 36 
C. 8S. A. Hodgkins, March 18, 1869, 84 16 
Persis Wilson, May 25, 1869, 206 26 
Eliza Wilson, June 12, 1869, 220 48 
Susan Pitcher, Aug. 12, 1869, 109 71 
S. Willard Eaton, Aug. 24, 1869, 73 89 
A. Burtt, Aug. 30, 1869, 218 36 
Mary E. Dodge, Oct. 6, 1869, 325 97 
Betsey Burtt, Oct. 30, 1869, 190 13 
Wesley Wilson, Feb. 26, 1870, 106 00 
Mary C. Eaton, April 20, 1870, 31 61 
Wm. B. Walker, Aug, 22, 1870, 180 42 
Clara Bullard, Sept. 1, 1870, 448 05 


Lydia Pollard, Nov. 11, 1870, 101 80 


$224 00 
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John W. Flagg, Jan. 2, 1871, 1010 00 
George H. Stewart, Jan. 14, 1871, 806 13 
Frank G. Bartlett, Jan. 25, 1871, 3 25 
Sarah West, Feb. 20, 1871, 120 00 
Harriet Smiley, Feb. 23, 1871, 437 28 
Rachel Wilson, Feb. 25. 1871, 117 00 


$12,853 60 
Cr. 
lates nce colon on Duncklee’s list, 1864, $ 47 72 
Gray’s list, 1866-67 —68, 261 80 


ri i Wm. Eaton’s list, 1870, 105 10 
Balance in treasury March 1, 1871, 569 23 
- $983 85 
Total indebtedness of Town, $11,869 75 


We have examined the above report and find it accurately 
east and properly vouched. 
Respectfully submitted. 
S. D. BALDWIN, ee > ae 
JOHN W. FLAGG, ; 


Recapitulation. 
The Selectmen and Treasurer to the Town, 
Dr. 
To taxes and money borrowed, $9292 84 
Interest collected up to March 1, 1871, 17 83 
? $9310 67 
Cr. 
By paying State and County tax, and non- 
resident highway receipts, $1328 02 
School Orders, 685 13 
Town Paupers, 234 19 
Roads and Bridges (in addition to highway), 154 78 
Breaking Roads, 182 46 
Miscellaneous Town Expenses, 151 88 
Notes and Interest, 5347 86 
Taxes abated by Selectmen, 68 50 
Paid Town Officers, 224 00 
Balance of cash in treasury, 569 23 


Taxes not collected in 1864—66-67-68, and 
in Wi. Eaton’s hands ($105.10), total, 414 62 
——— $9310 67 


REPORT OF THE SEXTON OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, 


For roe YEAR ENDING Marcu Ist, 1871. 
9 


/ | 
NAMES. | pote | DIED. | DISEASE. | PLACE OF INTERMENT. 

PN roe ea ie Oe OE A es 8 loge lees Sea ~ aoe et ae eae 
Dea. Francis Burnham, 86 | March 26, |Old age. Greenfield. 
Miss Julietta L. Martin, 19 | 23! April 28. |Measles. Bennington. 
Nathaniel Eaton, 76 May 22. (Old age. Greenfield. 
Jefferson Shea’s child, | | 9| |Sept. 6. ‘Dysentery. ‘Keene. 
John A. Whittemore’s child, ios ou. 6 Sept. oO | | Bennington. 
John Blanchard, 34 |\Noy. 3. Killed by powder mill explosion. as 
Benjamin Burtt, 68 \Nov. 18... |Consumption. | “ 

Average age, 40 years, 6 months, and 21 days. 

In addition to the above, the following have been bronght to this place for interment. 

_. | Died in y.| 30! | Interred in — 

Mr. and Mrs. Langdell’s child, |New Boston, Feb. 21, 1 4| Congestion of the brain. | Bennington, 

Emma Dascomb, iGreentield,. |May 14, 5} 6 ‘< errr | ‘< 

Miss Allie P. Hall, 'Manchester, ‘June 12, 24| 1|Consumption. x 

Miss Ella A. Langdell, |Hillsboro’, ‘Sept. 16, 26) 5) «“ | “ 


Respectfully submitted. F. M. HILLS, Seaton. 


